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Minister:  Rev Rachel Leather ​                                 Tel: 01242 262657 

minister@stmarksmethodist.org.uk 

Sunday 5th July 2026 

Collect for the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Servant Lord, grant us both the opportunity and the will to serve you day to day. May all that we do 

and how we bear each other’s burdens be our offering of love and service to the glory of your 

name.. Amen. 

From the Methodist Prayer Handbook: Praying for our partners in West Africa. 

Gracious God, Give us wisdom to perceive you, diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you, eyes 

to behold you, a heart to meditate on you and a life to proclaim you, through the power of the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Action for Children 10:30am – St Mark’s Team 

Live-stream link for morning service 10:30  

https://youtube.com/live/xE_VddKgob0?feature=share 

Please join us for refreshments in the hall after the service. 

 

Tuesday 7th July​ 10:00 – 12:00 Tuesday Coffee Morning - All are welcome.  

Wednesday 8th July ​ 09:00 – 10:00 Ecumenical Communion Service at Bishop's  Cleeve Methodist Church 

Wednesday 8th July ​ 09:30 – 11:30 Toddlers meet in the main hall 

Sunday 12th July ​ 10:30 – 11:30 Holy Communion – Rev Rachel Leather 

Joint service with Bethesda followed by shared lunch 

Tuesday 14th July​ 10:00 – 12:00 Tuesday Coffee Morning - All are welcome.  

Wednesday 15th July ​09:00 – 10:00 Ecumenical Communion Service at Bishop's  Cleeve Methodist Church 

Wednesday 15th July ​09:30 – 11:30 Toddlers meet in the main hall 

Sunday 19th July ​ 10:30 – 11:30 – Neil Grecian 

Other notices 

Action for Children 

Our service on 5 July will be a locally arranged service for Action For Children. This year the  

theme is 'Welcome' focusing particularly on the foster system. Collection envelopes will be  

available the week before and on the day. The collection in church on 5 July will be entirely for  

Action For Children.  

Joint service and lunch 

12 July sees the return of our minister Rev Rachel Leather from her sabbatical. This will be a joint  

https://youtube.com/live/xE_VddKgob0?feature=share
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service at St Mark's with our sister church, Bethesda. The service will be followed by a time of  

fellowship together in the form of a shared lunch. There is a signup sheet in the hall foyer. Please  

sign up by Sunday 5th July. 

Cheltenham YMCA 

Dear St Marks Methodist Church family, 

It was a great joy to be able to join you last Sunday, and I am grateful for all the encouragement you gave 
me as we are starting to build the Chaplaincy work among the YMCA staff and residents in Cheltenham & 
Gloucester. As we build the relationship between the YMCA and local churches, there are various ways you 
might like to partner with us: 

1) Prayer Support 

You could join our growing team of prayer supporters by receiving a bi-monthly prayer update with 
information and prayer requests 

2) Financial Support 

We value any gifts that enable Chaplaincy to run, including providing Welcome Packs as a gift to new 
residents from local churches; each pack contains around £40 of start up basics, including cup, plate, 
cutlery, and some food. The YMCA bank details for any gifts are: 

Account: Cheltenham YMCA 
Sort Code : 40-22-09 
Account Number: 51666797 
Please quote reference ‘Chaplaincy’ and email chaplaincy@cheltenhamymca.com upon the transfer of 
funds. 

Tim 

Notice of  

GENERAL CHURCH MEETING - Sunday 26 July 2026 

Nominations for the election or re-election of Church Stewards and representatives to the Church  

Council may be made by any church member, and should be given in writing to the Minister or  

Church Council Secretary not less than seven days before the meeting. Only forms which have  

the consent and signature of the nominee (who should also be a church member) will be  

accepted. Copies of these nomination forms are available from Judith Chorley or a Church  

Steward. To help you think about whether you, or someone you know, might want to take on one  

of these roles the job descriptions are printed on the nomination forms.  

Any items you would like to be considered for the agenda as AOB should be with Rev’d Rachel  

Leather (Chair) or Judith Chorley (Secretary) one week before the meeting. Please also consider  

whether you would be willing to add your name to the rota for Vestry Steward, Door Steward,  

Communion Steward, or the Sunday coffee rota. The Stewards would be delighted to discuss any  

of these opportunities with you.  

In the interests of economy and conservation, please be aware there will be very few paper copies  

of the agenda and minutes available at the meeting. These will be available prior to the meeting  
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as attachments to the church notices.  

Judith Chorley Church Council Secretary 

 

Order of Service 

Call to worship ​ ​ ​ ​  
Hymn Let us build a house where love can dwell 
StF 409 

A gathering prayer/The Lord’s Prayer 
Children’s Activity and Blessing for Sparx before they leave 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession​ ​ ​  

Hymn - From Heaven you came, helpless babe StF 
272 

Gospel Reading - Mark 9:30-37 
A Prayer of Thanksgiving Inspired by Mark 9:30-37​  

​ Hymn - Here is love, vast as the ocean [LWT 10] 
Reflection 

Hymn - Brother, Sister, let me serve you StF 611 
Dedication of the offertory/Prayer of Intercession ​ ​  

Hymn Come people of the Risen King 
Closing Prayer 

 

Cheltenham Food Bank 

Our current shopping list .... 

Tinned Cold Meat (or fish) 

Pasta Sauce 

Washing up liquid, washing powder  

(powder or capsules please, not liquid) 

Soup - packets or tins 

Desserts - hot or cold, packets or cans 

Deodorants – Ladies’ and Men's  

Thank you for all your donations for the Foodbank. You can leave items in the boxes near  

our entrances at church. These are collected once a fortnight by volunteers from the  

Foodbank at Elim. 

 

 


